Ai Ai Ai – Lo més gran del món (Best thing in the –gipsy- world)

After 10 years since they put out their fourth album (Esperit de Vi, 1998 – AZ Records) and splitting for 8 years, the Catalan rumba masters Ai Ai Ai are back with a new studio album: Lo més gran del món (2008 – Propaganda pel fet!). During the summer of 2007, Pep Lladó (keyboards, riddims and vox) and Rafalito Salazar (ventilador guitar and vox) met and decided to start walking together again, this time with David Torras (ventilador guitar and vox) and Jordi Gas (vox). Amongst them four, a great musical curriculum can be built: they’ve been playing and producing an essential part of the Spanish popular music for the 30 last years, including Gato Pérez (quintessential rumba totem of the 70’s), Patriarcas de la Rumba (kind of Buena Vista Social Club of the Catalan rumba old singers), Jarabe de Palo (#1 Spanish flamenco-crossover-pop band in the late 90’s and early 00’s), Sau (#1 Catalan pop band during the 90’s), Sabor de Gràcia…

In Autumn 2007 a greatest hits album of the band appeared under the name of Les millors cançons del mil·leni passat (2007 – Ventilador Music) and Ai Ai Ai hit the road again. During 2008 the band has been touring their new show, including classic tunes of their fourth album and brand new songs, all under a sound system style which has never been used before within the rumba bands. They’ve been conquering souls in shows at Festival de Flamenc de Ciutat Vella, Mas i Mas Grec Festival and Festin Canibal (all them in Barcelona), the Carnival Parties in Tarragona, the most important latin music festival in Europe (Tempo Latino Fest, Vic-Fezensac, France), gigs in Bordeaux  (Fr), Marseille (Fr), Leuven (Be), Kortrijk (Be)… From TV stages to a neighbourhood party, from large hall audiences to any club, every place is a good place for them to organize a party.

This new album includes featurings of Massilia Sound System (Marseille), Larry McDonald (Jamaica-NYC, original recording percussionist of reggae classics ‘Funky Kingston’ or ‘Rivers of Babylon), Quino Béjar, Xavi Ciurans and Edu Acedo (Gertrudis), Papa Dee (Brooklyn Funk Essentials), Joan Garriga (La Troba Kung-Fu) and the best musicians in the Catalan gipsy community (Paco Pubill, Johnny Salazar, Francisco ‘Rambo’ Batista…) amongst others. From all this melting-pot results a broad-view rumba flavour that, as this style has been devoted since it was born, meets other styles. All rumbas bring you to Rome. From balkan beats to ‘havaneras’, from reggae to funk, from ‘garrotín’ to salsa.

Ai Ai Ai’s live show is a contagious and infectious party time. Keyboards, guitars inna ‘ventilador’ style (an unique guitar technique that blends armony and percussion together), popular melodies, palmas and a sound system throwing riddims are ingredients enough to achieve the goal: la fiesta. Add, luckily, the great dancings of La Tia Pepi, and discontrol arrives in town!

We asked oncle Lladó why Ai Ai Ai are still playing, and how they manage to do it. Here comes his answer. No extra words necessary.

“We are schatological. We are also socially, politically and linguistically incorrect. We are a bad company for the young people, and a danger for any bar when we are together. But we like it like that. Someone could tell us that we are not in the age of partying and being like this, but for us is a privilege to keep on being 16 forever while our former college mates are now working in a bank or managing enterprises”.

Pep Lladó and Ai Ai Ai, a cold November of 2008

